CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of  the League Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 24th February 2016. 
Attendees: N.Oram, M.Neave, T.Holmes, I.Hamilton, I.Swales, J.Hunt, B.Hill, D.Johnson, S.Arlin
Apologies: R.Overington, P.Tustin, G.Cook, T.Onions, I.Sercombe, P.Daly. 
Matters Arising 
Points returned to affected teams in regards to the late registration communication with the GFA. 

Interesting on this one, we have received 2 emails from an email address anonymous1@hotmail.co.uk via fulltime asking why a point has been returned to Bredon. 

Response from Chris Lucker on the HM Forces question from the last meeting is that permission should be granted from  a players Officer In Charge either when a player is already signed on for a club and then joins the Forces, or if a player is already a serving Forces member and then joins a club. Action on League Secretary to email all clubs with this information.
Response from Chris Lucker on the alternative venue for county cup games from the last meeting is that it is not currently possible to have an alternative venue in the County Cup as if the nominated ground is not available you have to travel to the away club. If the alternative ground was 3G, 10 days notice, so the appropriate footwear could be notified to the opponents is needed. I asked if this would be looked again in the future, as you could have an issue whereby both normal home and away grounds are un-fit for play. This could potentially go on for weeks, but you could move to a 3G straight away. 
Matt asked for status of clubs invoiced thus far for 3G games. 

Withdrawal of both Cheltenham Patriots and AC Olympia to be ratified. Decision ratified by the Committee and both records will be expunged. Action on League Secretary to conduct an email decision with Committee members in the future vice wait until the next meeting. (This will speed up the process in terms of allowing players to sign for new clubs and continue playing.)
League Secretary Report 
Cheltenham Patriots and AC Olympia have announced their withdrawal from the League. 

Both citing lack of player commitment as the reason. 

Steve Arlin actually discussed loaning some players from Bredon to Patriots (via a transfer) to keep the team going, but Ryan although happy to receive help felt they had to call it a day. 

The league also suspended fixtures vice charging the club to attempt to assist. All of our help was appreciated by Ryan. 

All medals now ordered and will be here in plenty of time. 

Both Bredon and Cheltenham Civil Service have confirmed they can stage two semi-finals at the same time with enough changing facilities and positions to set up admission points available. This will be passed to the Charity Cup Committee to make a decision. Thanks recorded to Bishops Cleeve FC for offering to make their ground available should it be required. 
No more future meetings will be held at Dowty Club. Steve Henley has taken up a new work position and advises that Dowty’s will want to charge for everything in the future. 

1 application already received for next season. 3 more expressions of interest. 

We have interest in the Fixtures Secretary position for next season. Steve Arlin  has stepped forward. 
Possible tale of woe in regards the venue for the Senior Charities Final. 

Due to the concern at CTFC in regards to their pitch, they have decided to start the preparation of the pitch for next season on Monday May 9th which leaves little time to hold our Senior Final. However, if CTFC win their division, we have been offered Wednesday May 4th. CTFC have also kindly offered their training ground at Seasons to hold a final if we are struggling for a venue. 

GFA

Scott Milne and Matt Boucher coming to our Futures meeting on Thursday 25th February to discuss some ideas to sustain the future of the League. NO, IH, TH, JH, IS and DJ indicated they will all attend. Others are welcome to attend as well if they are available. Ideas were discussed as to what we will raise with them and other ideas will be welcomed on the night. 
Rule Offences / Disciplinary
See attachments.
Tony raised the case of a player giving a name not on the team-sheet when he was cautioned by a match referee. This will be resolved with the GFA and the club concerned. Action on League Secretary to investigate further and respond back to Tony. 
Dispensation given to the futures meeting to deal this on Thursday 25th February meeting. 
Treasurers Report
League Development  Funding.  A possible purchase of a League representative set of kit mentioned at the recent Futures Sub-Committee meeting. (Quote obtained from Macron in-case we decide to go down this route)
Funding for potential first aid kits to be distributed to our clubs for next season discussed, quotes to be obtained by Ian Swales. 
Funding for potential banners to be displayed at Finals discussed, quotes to be obtained by Ian Swales. 

Following the above quotes being obtained, Matt will provide an update to the Committee on the financial decisions still to be made. 

Cheltenham Athletic requested to this coming Friday to settle their invoice. Matt, Nick and Ian agreed that this made sense as Chris Powell was waiting to be paid. As the club has already withdrawn from the league, there is no affect on fixtures and this will hopefully save going down the debt recovery route or adding any further monies dues by Cheltenham Athletic. 

Action on League Secretary  to chase progress of Bristol Street invoice with Bristol Street. 

Referees Secretary

Ian S reports:

- 97% coverage achieved in January, on target for 97% in February

- Currently all games covered for 27/02.
- Semi-Final and Finals plan ongoing

- Referees Cup Final seminar to be arranged in conjunction with Youth League
Registration Secretary
Phil T sends his apologies but reports:
Not a great deal to report as you can see we are still getting late pitch signings this is largely due to the managers sending it to the secretary late. A couple of clubs have been signing players from the folded clubs I have been keeping a note of these in case we have to go down the recovery route for outstanding monies.
Players can still be registered up until the end of the season, however transfers finish on the 31st March. Action on League Secretary to email all clubs to remind them. 
Results Secretary

Ben H reports:
Results section running OK. Just usual fines for late SMS texts. 
Ben conducted a spot check on some match returns last week and all checked out ok. 
Fixtures Secretary

We have all the fixtures up to date at present with no postponements outstanding. We are very short on free Saturdays and some clubs has no free Saturdays at all.

Evening fixtures are in place on Tuesdays at present

But if we have no more bad weather then we should complete the league season on 30th of April. 

The cup season will hopefully finish in the second week of May with the final of the charities at the world of smiles stadium, Cheltenham Town. 

The deadline for March races has been and gone so there will be no more game called off on the 19th March.

I would like to thank the referee’s secretary for his input and the use of referees in ratio to fixtures. The working has been exceptional this season.
League Chairman thanked John on behalf of the Committee for all his work re-arranging games due to the bad weather. 
Any Other Business
Ideas on CDP 2 list – Tony H provided some ideas on this list going forward to next season as clubs made it clear they wanted to keep this. Tony will brief this in at the Clubs meeting in August. 
Golf Day – John H provided the following information :
The league are looking to organise a golf day for all its members. It will be teams of four limited to 18 teams only, Clubs may put in two teams maximum.

The date is Bank Holiday Monday May 30th 2016 tee times will be around Mid-Morning with a two tee start. Format to be decided. But usual things like nearest the pin, longest drive,

The course is Tewkesbury Park country Club, on arrival you will have a bacon roll and tea or Coffee, 18 holes of golf on a premier course, then curry and chips followed by Awards.

The cost is £35.00 per person, £170.00 per team a deposit would be required.

If you or your club is interested in this then E-mail John Hunt, Fixture secretary, on cheltenhamleague@aol.com  before Friday 11th March.

Matt to send out Invoices for both Cheltenham Patriots and AC Olympia asap to enable their ex players to play for other clubs. 

Next Futures Meeting Thursday 25th February 2016 at 7pm – Victory Club

Next League Management Meeting Wednesday 30th March  2016  at 7pm – Victory Club
